AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) 

A test device for testing of analyte concentration in a fluid to be applied thereto, 
the device comprising: 

a) a plurality of test members arranged in at least on e stack a first stack , each of 
said test members carrying reagent moans for produc i ng an o lectr i ca l signa l in 
r e spons e to a concontrat i on of ana l yt e i n a f l u i d appl ie d to th e r e ag e nt m e ans , each of 
said test members having a plurality of electrode tracks for transmitt i ng sa i d t hatare 
adapted and configured to conduct an electrical signal; 

b) a housing having electrodes disposed therein for onaaaina with that are adapted 
and configured to engage t he electrode tracks on a t e st m e mb e r of each of the test 
members of the first stack when such test member is positioned at an engagement 
location; 

c) a meter operatively connected to the sa i d o l o ctrod e s electrodes of the housing 
and disposed at least partly in the housing , tho m e t e r having o l octronics moans for 
produc i ng a s i gna l output wh i ch i s d e p e nd e nt on th e e l e ctrica l s i gna l from a t e st 
m o mb o r whon tho t e st memb e r is ongagod w i th tho sa i d o l o ctrod e s ; 

d) a pusher which is adapted to push a s i nalo tost m e mb e r pushablv move each of 
the test members in turn at least partially from the first stack and into the engagement 
location where i^san -such test member will engage with the sa i d ol e ctrod e s electrodes 
of the housing and where th o t o st m e mb e r such test member can be accessed to apply 
a fluid thefete to the reagent of such test member ; 
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e) an actuation member operably connected to the pusher, the actuation member 
being operable by a user to move the pusher relative to the housing; 

f) the at l e ast on e f irst stack of toot members b ei ng onc l os e d being contained in a 
magazine which is initially sealed by a moisture impermeable seal; and 

g) blade m e ans provid e d in the hous i ng for sl i tt i ng tho sa i d soal wh e roin movomont 
ef- a blade, t he magazine being movable relative to the housing from an initial position 
where the seal is intact to a position where the pusher can push a first one of the test 
members from the stack thor o bv first stack, the movement causing the blade moans to 
cut the seal to form in a manner forming a slit through which a t e st m e mb e r can pass 
whon tho tost memb e r t he first test member is able to pass through as first test member 
is pushed by the pusher toward the engagement location . 

2. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1 , wh e r e in th e t e st m e mb e rs aro arrang e d i n a 
p l ura li ty of stacks further comprising second and third stacks, each of the second and 
third stacks comprising a plurality of test members, each of said test members carrying 
reagent and having a plurality of electrode tracks that are adapted and configured to 
transmit an electrical signal , each of the second and third stacks being e nclos e d 
contained in a magazine which is initially sealed by a moisture impermeable seal, each 
of the magazines being movable relative to the housing so as to e nab le th e blad e 
m o ans to in a manner such that movement of said magazine causes the blade to slit the 
seal nf p nnh of tho mngny i nnn i n turn as e ach of tho magazin e s reach e s said magazine 
as said magazine is moved to a position at wh i ch where- the pusher can push a t e st 
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m o mb o r th e r e from one of the test members of said magazine toward the engagement 
position . 

3. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the actuation member is configured and 
adapted in a manner such that operation of the actuation member causes the pusher to 
engage with the electrodes of the housing and bring the electrodes of the housing into 
contact with the electrode tracks on each of the test m e mb e r members w hen th e t e st 
such test member is in the engagement location. 

4. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the actuation member is configured and 
adapted in a manner such that further operation of the actuation member causes the 
pusher to push a-test- such test member from the engagement location and eject th e t e st 
such test member from the housing. 

5. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the pusher i o provid e d with comprises at 
least one cutting surface for cutt i ng that is adapted and configured to cut the seal. 
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6. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 2, wh e r ei n th e magaz i n e i s housed in a cartr i dg e 
further comprising a cartridge that houses each of the magazines and that is moveable 
relative to the housing . 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the cartridg e is urg o d by a spring moans 
towards a ratchot whool wh i ch has a koyway thoro i n, tho cartridge bo i ng provided with 
device further comprises a ratchet wheel having a kevwav, and wherein the cartridge is 
biased against the ratchet wheel and comprises a plurality of spaced apart location 
pegs for locating i n the k e vwav configured and adapted to locate in the kevwav, and the 
ratchet wheel nn l y perm i tting entry of a l ocation pea is configured and adapted to permit 
any one of the location pegs to locate in the kevwav only w hen the ratchet wheel is in a 
def i ned orientation relative to the cartridge. 

10. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 9, wherein op e rat i on of th e actuat i ng m e mb e r 
onuR O G i ndex i ng of th o ratchet whe el the actuating member is configured and adapted 
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to cause the ratchet wheel to rotate in a manner indexing the kevwav of the ratchet 
wheel with one of the location peas of the cartridge . 

1 1 . (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a sliding member wh i ch has 
having an angled slot therein wh i ch prov i d e s , the angled slot having a cam surface that 
bears against the pusher, whorebv the sliding member being configured and adapted in 
a manner such that movement of the sliding member in a first direction causes 
movement of the pusher in a second direction. 

12. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a spring m e ans which urg e 
biasing member that biases the stack of test members towards the seal. 

13. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1 , further compris i ng m e ans for r e leasab l y d e ta i n i ng 
thn push e r when th e tost member wherein the pusher is adapted and configured to be 
releasable detained in position relative to the housing one of the test members is in the 
engagement location. 

14. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a processor and moans for 
i n i t i at i ng a t i mor whon a magazin e i s f i rst oponod, th o processor bo i ng programmed to 



3281795 



-6- 



proviH p a vir .i h lp messag e if a magazine wh i ch i s i n us e e xc ee ds i ts sh el f lif e a timer 
and a display, the timer being configured and adapted to track the duration of time that 
passes from the breaking of the seal of the magazine by the blade, the display being 
operativelv connected to the timer and being configured and adapted to visibly display 
indicia indicative of expiration of the useful life of the test members as a result of time 
that passes from the breaking of the seal of the magazine by the blade . 

15. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the ana l yt e to bo tostod for i s g l ucos e 
and tho f l uid to bo app l ied i s b l ood reagent is adapted and configured to react with 
blood glucose . 

16. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the magazines are releasably connected 
together and wherein the housing has an opening through which usod magaz i nes w ill 
projoct each of the magazines can pass through after being separated from the other of 
the magazines . 

17. (cancelled) 

1 8. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 1, wherein each test member in the at l o ast on e 
stack compr i ses a bas o member hav i ng a working aroa to which tho f l uid i s to be 
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app lie d, tho baso m e mber conta i n i ng th e roagont means, and each t o st m o mb e r hav i ng 
a non work i ng ar e a adjac e nt to th e work i ng ar e a, wh e r ei n th e tota l thickness of th e t e st 
m e mb e r i n at l e ast a port i on of th e non - work i ng area i s at le ast as gr e at as th e tota l 
th i ckn e ss of tho test member i n tho working ar e a first stack consists of a working portion 
that is defined by the reagent and a non-working portion, the working portion has a 
maximum thickness, and the non-working portion has a maximum thickness that is at 
least as great as the maximum thickness of the working portion . 

19. (currently amended) 

A device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the teta knaximum thickness of tho test 
m o mb e r in at least a part of the non-working afea- portion is greater than the total 
maximum thickness of the tost mombor in the working-afea.£ortion. 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (new) 

A test device comprising: 

a stack of test members, each of said test members carrying reagent, each of 
said test members having a plurality of electrode tracks that are adapted and configured 
to conduct an electrical signal; 

a housing having an engagement location and electrodes, the electrodes being 
adapted and configured to engage the electrode tracks of each of the test members of 
the first stack when such test member is positioned at the engagement location; 
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a blade; 

a magazine, the stack of test members being contained by the magazine, the 
magazine being movable relative to the housing; and 

a moisture impermeable seal, the seal sealing each of the test members from 
moisture in the atmosphere, the movement of the magazine relative to the housing 
causing the blade to cut the seal in manner preventing the seal from sealing each of the 
test members from moisture in the atmosphere. 
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